Nonattest Services Independence Evaluation Checklist (ET 1.295)
	Client: [Client Name]
	Period end: [MM/DD/YYYY]

	Prepared by: [Initials] Date: [MM/DD/YYYY]
	Reviewed by: [Initials] Date: [MM/DD/YYYY]

	W/P reference: [Ref]
	Engagement: [Audit / Review / Compilation]



Use before providing any nonattest service to an attest client, and each year for ongoing services. It follows the general requirements of the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct, ET 1.295 (nonattest services), and the conceptual framework in ET 1.210 for evaluating threats. Not an AICPA product. It follows the structure of the standards at a high level and does not reproduce AICPA, FASB or firm text; it is not endorsed by the AICPA.
Prohibited and permitted services depend on the specific interpretation (for example bookkeeping, payroll, tax, internal audit, IT, valuation, appraisal, executive search). Apply the specific interpretation for the service in question and any GAGAS (Yellow Book) rules, which can be stricter.
Answer each item Yes, No or N/A, reference the working paper, and initial and date as preparer and reviewer. Explain every “No” in the conclusion or on a separate sheet.
A. The service
	Requirement and reference
	Yes / No / N/A
	W/P ref
	Prepared by (initials / date)
	Reviewed by (initials / date)

	Describe the nonattest service, its scope, and the period
Ref: ET 1.295
	
	
	
	

	Service is not a management responsibility of the firm (decision-making, approving, authorizing, supervising)
Ref: ET 1.295.030
	
	
	
	

	Service is not specifically prohibited for an attest client in the Code
Ref: ET 1.295 (service-specific interpretations)
	
	
	
	

	Service considered together with other services provided to the same client
Ref: ET 1.295
	
	
	
	

	GAGAS: services evaluated against the Yellow Book independence rules if applicable
Ref: GAGAS ch. 3, nonaudit services
	
	
	
	



B. Management’s role
	Requirement and reference
	Yes / No / N/A
	W/P ref
	Prepared by (initials / date)
	Reviewed by (initials / date)

	Client has designated a person with suitable skill, knowledge or experience to oversee the service; name and role documented
Ref: ET 1.295.040
	
	
	
	

	Management makes all management decisions and takes responsibility for results
Ref: ET 1.295.040
	
	
	
	

	Management evaluates the adequacy and results of the service
Ref: ET 1.295.040
	
	
	
	

	Management accepts responsibility for the nonattest work and its use
Ref: ET 1.295.040
	
	
	
	



C. Engagement terms
	Requirement and reference
	Yes / No / N/A
	W/P ref
	Prepared by (initials / date)
	Reviewed by (initials / date)

	Written understanding with the client established and documented for the nonattest service, covering objectives, services, firm and management responsibilities, and limits
Ref: ET 1.295.050
	
	
	
	

	Written understanding includes the client’s acknowledgement of its responsibilities
Ref: ET 1.295.050
	
	
	
	

	Fee for the service is not contingent on results or on the audit
Ref: ET 1.510
	
	
	
	



D. Threat evaluation
	Requirement and reference
	Yes / No / N/A
	W/P ref
	Prepared by (initials / date)
	Reviewed by (initials / date)

	Self-review threat: could the audit rely on the firm’s own nonattest work? Evaluated and conclusion documented
Ref: ET 1.210
	
	
	
	

	Management participation threat evaluated
Ref: ET 1.210
	
	
	
	

	Advocacy and familiarity threats evaluated
Ref: ET 1.210
	
	
	
	

	Safeguards applied to bring any threat to an acceptable level, or the service declined
Ref: ET 1.210
	
	
	
	

	Different personnel perform the nonattest service and the attest work where this is a safeguard
Ref: ET 1.210
	
	
	
	



E. Documentation and monitoring
	Requirement and reference
	Yes / No / N/A
	W/P ref
	Prepared by (initials / date)
	Reviewed by (initials / date)

	Evaluation documented, including conclusions and safeguards, in the independence file
Ref: ET 1.295; SQMS 1
	
	
	
	

	Partner approval obtained for the service
Ref: Firm policy
	
	
	
	

	Reevaluated at least annually and when circumstances change
Ref: ET 1.210; firm policy
	
	
	
	



Conclusion
Conclusion: independence is [maintained / not maintained] for this nonattest service; the service is [approved / declined].
Evaluator: [Name] [MM/DD/YYYY]    Partner approval: [Name] [MM/DD/YYYY]
Items answered “No” or carried forward, and how each was resolved: ______
	Role
	Name / initials
	Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

	Prepared by
	
	

	Reviewed by (manager)
	
	

	Approved by (partner)
	
	



Free template from CORAA (coraa.ai/us/templates). Draft for professional judgment: adapt it to the engagement and your firm’s methodology, have legal counsel review where needed, and check it against current AICPA, FASB and other applicable requirements before use.
